
Race 1 Selections                                                                  The Horseplayer’s Journal by Garnet Barnsdale 

#1 THE WRITER has had one start at three, and one at four, and both have been blowout wins. The son of 
Sportswriter couldn’t have been more impressive blowing the field away in his debut at Georgian Downs last year, 
or so it seemed. But he improved on that stellar effort in his first start at four at The Raceway in London destroying 
an overmatched field, waving goodbye via a 28 1/5 third quarter that night. He needs to drop at least a couple of 
seconds facing tougher tonight, but he attracts the leading driver which is a positive sign. He will likely set up shop 
on the engine again tonight and play come and catch me. He gets the nod to kick off the $75,000 guaranteed Pick 5  

#3 JOHN HILL didn’t show much in his two qualifiers leading to his debut, but he was steered on both occasions by 
a veteran driver that had only one pari-mutuel start this year and five last year, so he was probably looking to just 
get around and qualify. He was much better in his debut, closing from second-over to get second behind an odds-
on winner. He got more aggressive in his second start, racing first-over, but he couldn’t catch the 1 to 2 favorite who 
was more experienced and had already won once. He changed hands in a private sale on May 20th and he goes for 
Kyle Fellows now and gets Louis-Phillipe Roy in the bike. Improvement is likely coming from this sophomore 
Sunshine Beach gelding. He would be no surprise in this spot.  

#7 D A SUPER GLO was sent to the gate as a 50 to 1 bomb in his sophomore debut last week, and he certainly 
outraced those odds. He dropped back and bided his time to the half where he moved out onto third-over cover. He 
followed to the lane then peeled out widest and gradually got into his highest gear. He was moving well at the wire 
to finish a close fourth, and he should be sharper tonight. He is another one to consider for the early Pick 5 at what 
should be a good price.  

#5 NOVA BLU brings a 0 for 13 record to the track tonight and he has finished close in several starts already this 
year but hasn’t been able to seal the deal. In last week’s mile, he followed cover to the top of the stretch where he 
had to move around that stalled rival. He closed well to get third, a half length ahead of D A Super Glo. I prefer to 
use this gelding underneath at this point, but he will get there one of these nights.  

SPOT PLAY: THE WRITER  
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#5 DIAL SQUARE S, a daughter of the great Ready Cash, shipped overseas from Sweden coming off a winless 2024 
season, and she immediately served notice that she will be a player in the older mare trotting ranks. Making her 
North American debut at the Meadowlands on May 24th, she produced an impressive winning effort. After being 
pointed straight to the front, she faced and repelled a backstretch brush by 1.99 million dollar earner M M’s Dream. 
She stayed on the gas, trotting a 27 2/5 third quarter to open up on the field, then she dug in late to hold off last 
year’s Hambletonian Oaks favorite. With the top five in a six-horse field making the final of this stake, I look for one 
that will be sent forward leaving the gate because there probably won’t be a lot of movement, and I land here on 
the Ake Svanstedt pupil.  

#3 NELSONBRITEAGLE NO, stablemate to the top pick, shipped over here from Norway last year and she excelled 
in the fall once she got a few starts under her belt and was acclimatized. She was second to her powerful 
stablemate Call Me Goo in the Breeders Crown final then missed five weeks and blew the field away in the Fanduel 
while taking a mark of 1:49 4/5 in the process. She gets Mohawk Park’s leading driver here and she should be a 
threat racing from close range.  

#1 M MS DREAM had another terrific season in 2024, taking seven wins and earning more than a half a million. She 
will almost surely go over $2,000,000 in earnings tonight in a race where she should get a good covered following 
trip. She tailed off a bit at the end of last year, but she has come back sharp, winning her first start then gamely 
hanging around for third after getting issued the parking ticket from the top pick in this race. I prefer to use her 
underneath the two Svanstedt trainees tonight, but she is a high-quality mare that could get the job done with the 
right trip.  

#6 GOLDEN RAIN S won seven of her first nine starts after shipping over from Denmark, dominating on the lead in 
many of those victories. She comes out of a race that is a toss because she dropped back to last leaving from post 
10. She gets the best post in a small field and a teamster that will send one in Doug McNair. I think she will get 
positioned near the front early and ride a good trip to a spot in the final.  
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#3 LADY CAFE AU LAIT is one that I thought raced well at the non winners of three last week when she was raced 
aggressively by Billy Davis Jr. Getting away from monster Chantilly, it was expected that she could improve sharply. 
She was sent straight to the front leaving the gate from the best post, then she found herself sitting third at the half 
following two leadership changes. She tried making another move first-over in the final quarter, but the two that 
were in front of her were accelerating away at that point. If she gets another aggressive steer, she may find the 
pocket this time, and I could see her getting a perfect trip and getting the job done.  

#4 AARDIES MONEY N was good here on May 2nd to take her first local win, then she was sensational on May 10th 
taking a new lifetime mark of 1:50 3/5. She beat the choice in both of those races, then predictably went off as the 
odds-on favorite on May 23rd. She jumped it off at the start of that race and took herself out of it. I have no doubt 
she is one of the best ones in here, but she is a bit quirky, and there is no guarantee that she won’t break again 
tonight. I’d tread lightly here if she goes off as a big favorite again.  

#6 WICKED N SINGLE draws best here coming off a decent closing effort against Chantilly in an OSS Gold race for 
sophomores. She faces older here, but she has the speed to go with them. This is only the second conditioned race 
of her career, and she raced great from post 10 at a similar level in her three-year-old debut when beaten by the #2 
in this race. If she gets put into this race leaving the gate, she can be right there at the wire. She is another one to 
consider for early multi-race tickets.  

#2 ABSOLUTION was a winner here three starts back then she drew two of the worst posts and took only one small 
cheque in her next two starts. The two-hole is okay for her in this seven-horse field, and she should get a better trip 
this week. She is a good one to use on the bottom of Tri and Super bets this time.  
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#4 LANDING ON TIME had a decent rookie season, earning close to $100,000 after winning his debut then taking 
several shares in Kentucky Sires Stakes action. He changed hands in late January of this year, and he has looked 
like a different, much improved colt winning his first two starts here. He won his sophomore debut producing a 
strong first-over move with his trainer in the bike. The leading driver then took over the lines and steered him to a 
dominant front end win over a non-winners of three field that included some older horses. The 1:53 2/5 mark that 
he took that night is the second fastest in this field, and we probably haven’t seen this streaking colt’s best race 
yet. He gets the nod in this opening leg of the 20-cent Pick 6.  

#7 GAP KRONOS S took a mark of 1:51 4/5 at two, and he is obviously one of the best in here. His May 24th 
qualifier where he finished second to a colt that is considered a main contender for the Hambletonian should serve 
him well in this sophomore debut in a Grand Circuit elimination. Svanstedt will no doubt float out looking for a spot 
in the top four, and it wouldn’t be a surprise if he made a middle move to the front in this mile. He is the main one to 
fear here.  

#1 P L SPENCER winner of three of five so far this year, is one of the sharpest horses in this field, coming in off two 
straight wins, his latest a dominant front end OSS Gold win. His win two starts back was even more impressive 
because he rallied up the pylons racing on a sloppy track where the outside paths in the stretch were clearly the 
preferred part of the track. He produced a wicked 27 2/5 final quarter despite racing on the worst part of the track 
and he followed that up with the Gold win. He is getting faster with each start now, and he has shown himself to be 
versatile. He is another possibility for early multi-race tickets.  

#3 GALEN ERSO is a multiple OSS Gold winner and victor in the recent SBOA stake, but he was flat in the Gold race 
on May 29th. He certainly has a winning resume, but he holds no current advantage of the three horses picked 
above him here in terms of speed and sharpness. He will likely get bet on reputation tonight, and he is one that I 
will try to beat on multi-race tickets.  
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#1 KELLINA DIAMOND had a productive 2024 season, taking seven wins and nine other Exactor finishes in 30 
starts. Included in those victories was a 1:50 4/5 lifetime best mark that she took in mid-October. She has had two 
starts in tough spots so far this year, now she drops into a class where she has the potential to improve sharply. 
She had no shot last week chasing class dropping Tells On A Roll who controlled the race while taking a 58 1/5 
middle half breather. There are no standouts in this wide-open field, and I’ll take a swing for the fences with this 
Carm Auciello trainee. 

#6 ROCKNROLL ANNIE improved when she dropped to this level last week, but she had the misfortune of meeting 
another dropper who dominated the race on the engine, the classy Western Wish. She followed that rival 
throughout, sitting a perfect pocket trip, but she was no match in the lane. She draws best here, and she should be 
blasting off the gate again to be a speed threat in this spot. The one negative that I see is she has only one win from 
17 starts this season and she has only taken three wins in her last 59 starts, so I would be careful to not take a low 
price here.  

#10 MS QUICK SAND drops tonight to a level where she fits better, and she was a front end winner versus better 
than she faces tonight seven starts back. The drawback tonight is drawing the 10-hole, obviously, but she has 
fearless J R Plante in the bike, so she may get sent on a speed mission leaving from the widest post. That wide draw 
ensures that you will get a square price. Had she drawn the middle of the gate, she would get bet much heavier on 
the class drop. She is an interesting one for the anchor leg of the early Pick 5.  

#8 POWDER PLAY is another class dropper that figures to improve in this spot, and she will probably get 
positioned better early in the mile this week than she was in her last start when she was racing seventh at the 
quarter. That being said, she is currently on a 33-race losing streak dating back to last April when she won a leg of 
the Canadian Sired Graduate Series. I am inclined to use her underneath only tonight.  
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#5 MYMOMSANACE won her first two starts here in the spring and her most recent start at Flamboro Downs, 
controlling every one of those races on the lead. She had a blip racing on London’s half miler in the London Classic 
series that I’m willing to forgive. She gets Doug McNair in the bike tonight and he will likely be sending her. If she 
can come close to replicating her 1:53 1/5 effort from her win over non-winners of two on April 18th, she should 
prove tough to beat tonight. She gets top billing to kick off the middle Pick 5 that starts right here with leg 1.  

#6 FUNNY BUSINESS comes off a strong effort where she just missed after dropping back early from the rail post 
then closing late. After starting eighth in that mile, she moved out into the flow at the half, racing fourth-over to the 
three quarters. Turning for home, Travis Cullen peeled her out to the widest lane, and she closed in the six-wide 
path to just miss, beaten a head by the #9 in this race. She moves to the best post now, and she is likely to get a 
much better start in this race. She is another live possibility for multi-race tickets.  

#1 DEAR ABBEY comes off a two-move win versus easier than she meets tonight, but she is improving, and she 
can contend tonight despite the class rise. After going straight to the front leaving the gate, she took a shuffle to 
third on the backstretch following two leadership changes. She moved first-over midway around the far turn, ran in 
briefly in the stretch, got straightened out, then won a three across sprint to the wire. That was a solid effort, and I 
could see her being right there tonight if she can get a similarly good trip racing close to the front throughout.  

#10 SOMETHING IN BLUE wasn’t very good at two, taking only one fifth-place cheque from two starts and pacing a 
fastest mile of 1:59-flat. Trainer Murray Brethour stopped with her after that second start, and his patience has 
paid off early in this filly’s sophomore season. She came out firing on April 24th, taking a mark of 1:55-flat, 
outsprinting a rival late while pacing a 27-flat kicker. She came back to double up and lower her mark facing 
tougher in her next start then raced okay in a fast mile to get third. Her attempt against Chantilly in an OSS Gold 
race where she started from a wide post can be tossed. She can get a share here despite starting from the widest 
post.  
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#3 CALL ME GOO comes off a strong four-year-old season where she took seven wins from 14 starts, culminating 
in a superior effort on the lead to win the Breeders Crown in a lifetime mark of 1:50 4/5. Her qualifier on May 17th 
should have her well prepped for this 2025 debut and she raced well coming off qualifiers twice last year, winning 
her first start of the year and finishing second in the Dayton Trotting Derby to the sensational mare Jiggy Jog S. It’s 
not easy to predict how horses will be driven in eliminations where more than half the field makes the final, but if 
this mare gets put into the race, she will be hard to beat here.  

#2 DRAWN IMPRESSION, the local hope in this stake, makes the often-tough transition from three to four, but she 
comes off a strong sophomore season where she was a Grand Circuit winner, and she still has room to improve. 
She raced well fresh last year, racing off qualifiers four times, taking two wins and finishing second in the other two 
miles, one of those wins coming in the Casual Breeze stakes here where she dominated. Trainer Blais sends her 
out off three qualifiers in 16 days, a formula that has already worked this spring with Private Access, who won the 
first leg of the Graduate Series here last Saturday. This mare should contend in this initial start as an older trotting 
mare.  

#1 ELISTA HANOVER was a win machine last year at three, taking 10 victories in a row from early April until late 
July. Her win streak was broken in the Hambletonian Oaks where she didn’t fire her best shot racing over a sloppy 
track that afternoon. She finished off her season with good efforts in the Breeders Crown elimination and final, 
finishing third in both (behind Drawn Impression in the elimination). She was let go as a 20 to 1 longshot in her four-
year-old debut and she fell one stride short of notching the upset. This is a very good mare that should contend 
here.  

#5 WILLYS HOME RUN had a strong sophomore season, earning more than $431,000 dominating the sires stake 
program in late summer. She failed to hit the board in all four of her starts this year, but she raced against males in 
every one of those races now she is back in with her own gender. This is still no easy spot and I don’t expect her to 
beat all of the mares predicted to finish ahead of her here, but I could see her closing to land in the bottom of the 
Tri or Super.  
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#5 ALL MY WISHES comes into this race in peak form, having won a Grassroots race two starts back, then finishing 
a good second in her most recent start. She tried moving first-over on the even money favorite, but that rival was 
too strong, pacing to a new lifetime mark of 1:52 1/5. She is clearly a different and much faster filly at three and this 
is a good spot for her. Starting from the middle of the gate tonight, she is the clear top pick to take her third win in 
four starts in 2025.  

#7 PICK ME UP HANOVER was very productive last year as a two-year-old, winning six of eight starts, including a 
victory in the $75,000 Grassroots final in her last race of the year. She has had no luck so far in 2025, but she has 
raced over her head in tough non-winners of three in three of those four starts, facing tough ones like Aardies 
Money N, Perfectly Chic, and Au Jus Hanover. Her most recent race where she started from post 10 and trailed for 
most of the mile is a toss. She should improve here dropping to non-winners of two and getting some post relief. 
She is worth a look at what should be a good price.  

#4 KANDY KISS has taken only one win from 11 starts so far in her career, but she has recorded 6 second place 
finishes as her good tactical speed always puts her in striking range. She comes off a race where she made a 
middle move to the front then got shuffled and tired, eventually finishing five- and three-quarter lengths behind All 
My Wishes. She will surely be sent hard at the start as she always is, and she can get a good trip tonight. I see her 
sticking around for a share and I’ll use her underneath.  

#2 DARLENES ANGEL is one that I thought could find a spot in mid pack last week and follow along to take a small 
share, but she didn’t fire from post seven and performed below expectations. Starting from a better post tonight, I 
expect that she can get a trip similar to the one she got three starts back when she finished second to the good filly 
Sugar Pie Honey. She could sneak into the Tri or Super at a square price tonight.  
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#5 EMOTICON LEGACY comes off a strong sophomore season where he was a Grand Circuit winner then spent 
most of the summer and fall chasing dominant Maryland in races like the Mohawk Million and Breeders Crown. He 
has the good fortune of landing in a soft elimination of the Goodtimes here, and he has four winning qualifiers in 
tow, so he should be as tight as a drum. Trainer Blais has had them all ready to fire off the shelf so far this year and 
he gets top billing in this opening leg of the late Pick 5.   

#1 BLANK will get some attention here racing out of the Marcus Melander barn. He was a two-time winner as a 
rookie, but it is some of the losses that show he can compete here, specifically the Breeders Crown elimination 
and final. In the elimination, he was a closing third in a strong effort. He was beaten only two lengths by Maryland in 
the final in another good effort. He comes in off two decent qualifiers and he is probably the logical alternative to 
the choice in this spot for those looking for an upset.  

#4 EUGENE THE GENIUS is interesting here because all he does is win, eight of his first 10 starts, to be exact. He 
dominated the Indiana Sires Stakes program at two, and in his only venture into the Grand Circuit, he finished a 
respectable third to Maryland in the Peter Haughton Memorial. He comes into this race off a nice front end score, 
and one thing you can count on is he will be put into this race leaving the gate. If he gets left alone on the lead for 
too long, he can get brave here. He does attract the services of Mohawk Park’s leading driver.  

#3 FADEAWAY HANOVER was on a good roll racing here before venturing south for a try in the New York Sires 
Stakes program. He recorded a win and four seconds in a string of five conditioned races before that failed effort in 
the NYSS, a race in which he tried first up chasing a 1 to 2 favorite trained by Marcus Melander and driven by Dexter 
Dunn. In the end, he only missed second by three quarters of a length in a solid try. I think Doug McNair will put him 
into play leaving the gate and he can sit a good trip and take a share here.  
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#8 A FEW CHOICE WORDS was a good second racing at this level three starts back where she sat third most of the 
way then came out turning for home and grinded her way to the top by the time she reached the tote board, only to 
get picked off by a rival that sat back and watched fast fractions get cut. This four-year-old Courtly Choice mare 
then raced over her head in two straight starts, including trying some of the best mares on this circuit in the Forest 
City Pace last Friday in London. She fits better here, and she should rebound, and I think her price will make her 
worth a play starting from the widest post.  

#2 GOUDAWON has hit the board only once in her past five starts, and that allows her to take a class drop here. 
We have a 1:51 1/5 dominant front end win staring us in the face the last time she raced at a level similar to this 
one six starts back, and Louis-Phillipe Roy will likely activate her early in this mile. She could prove to be the one to 
catch turning for home here, and she is hard to leave off multi-race tickets on the class drop tonight.  

#6 COZ IM SPECIAL raced well two starts back when she raced tough first-over but got passed by the mare that 
followed her and got a perfect trip. She then was a victim of pace last week facing class dropping Tells On A Roll, 
who got all the respect on the lead and stole a slowish three quarters then sprinted away for the win. Now, she 
draws best in a field where she should be able to get positioned close to the front leaving the gate. She is another 
that merits a look for late multi-race tickets.  

#3 WESTERN WISH dropped and popped last week, now she moves back up to the level where she finished fifth 
behind Coz Im Special two starts back. The name of her game is speed, and the longer she goes unchallenged in a 
mile, the braver she gets. Eight starts back, she scored a 38 to 1 upset in the much higher non-winners of $30,250 
last five class because she went unchallenged on the engine to the three quarter pole. She is hard to dismiss 
because her speed makes her dangerous.  
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#1 SO MUCH MORE was primed for a good effort in the Forest City Pace, and she moved second-over, vaulting off 
cover to get third in that $50,000 race. That was a good effort, and no one was beating razor-sharp Caviar N  
Crackers once that rival took over command. This 76-time winner gets to face easier now, and she has a big shot to 
take her second win of the 2025 campaign in this spot. It wouldn’t be surprising to see regular driver James 
Macdonald pointing her to the front in the opening half, looking to control the race. If she can land on the lead, she 
will likely be hard to beat.  

#4 LADYTERRA was on a roll here before trying the Forest City Pace, reeling off three wins each one faster than the 
previous one while sweeping a Pop Up series. She certainly wasn’t disgraced in the Forest City, as she finished only 
a half length behind So Much More. She does her best work racing on the engine, and I think Tyler Borth will be 
pointing her that way leaving the gate. If she gets left alone on the lead, she could prove tough to catch tonight. She 
is the other mare that I would consider for multi-race tickets. 

#6 COCO JO JO was out a long way last week racing on the class drop here after trying some tough mares in the 
Margaret Juravinski Memorial. She did well to gain ground from the half to the wire while finishing evenly. She has a 
strong late kick on her best day, and I could see her dropping to the back tonight then passing some rivals to land in 
the bottom of the Tri or Super.  

#2 STYLE FOR A MILE caught the eye racing in this class two starts back when she fired a 26 4/5 kicker to get up for 
third. She then drew a wide post and dropped back and eventually made an uncharacteristic break last week. I can 
forgive that miscue, and I see her contending for a share in this spot getting needed post relief. She is another good 
one to use underneath in this race. 
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#6 LIL SEBASTIAN was claimed by Pam Forgie three starts back, and in his first race for the barn on May 9th, he 
was used hard in the opening half to make front from post 10 and he understandably tired from that early exertion. 
He was given an easier trip in his next start racing in the slop and he closed mildly in the last quarter. That set him 
up for his big speed try last week in the opening leg of this series, and he took the lead immediately, let a big 
longshot go, then retook command again in the second quarter. He set a strong pace then fended off the late 
challenge from the 4 to 5 favorite to score the upset win. He draws best now, and he is strictly the one to beat in 
here coming off that sharp score.   

#7 EASILY THE BEST was narrowly the best last week in leg 1 of this series, but that was his second sharp 
performance in a row since returning from Flamboro Downs and getting Travis Henry in the bike. Two starts back, 
he was a narrow loser to the #2 horse in this race after providing him with perfect cover around the last turn. He is 
clearly in his best form now, and he should be the one that the top choice will be looking to fend off in the final 
quarter.  

#2 ABOVEMYPAYGRADE was a winner in the slop here two starts back, then he was simply too far back last week 
in the race that was won by the top pick in this race. He is capable of a much better result if he is kept closer to the 
front as seen when he started fourth two starts back and came away a winner. I think he will be part of the Tri 
tonight. 

#4 D A CAPTAINOBVIOUS raced much better last week, not having to tangle with the likes of Kyles Art etc. He left 
for position and sat a nice trip to the stretch where he found room to get off the pylons and follow the first-over 
challenger. He gapped that cover and closed for third without coming close to challenging Lil Sebastian, who was 
used much harder throughout the mile. Another small share is likely for this gelding tonight.  

BEST BET: LIL SEBASTIAN 
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#4 VIS A VIS BLUECHIP was claimed by Kyle Fellows two starts back after an unsuccessful one start stint in the 
Barrington barn that night, and he raced well in defeat in the opening leg of the series last week. Making a first-over 
move from before the half, he grinded his way to the front in mid stretch and stayed game, but he was overtaken by 
the rival that he provided cover to that just got too good of a trip. He fits well in this second leg, and he gets the nod 
in the anchor leg of the late Pick 5.  

#3 JIMMY WHISPERS was hard used to make front in the same race that was won by the top pick here, and he 
stayed game but came out on the short end of a four across battle to the wire. Moving inside, he might be able to sit 
early then move to the front on the backstretch this time, which might be a better trip for him. His speed makes him 
dangerous, but he is only a one-time winner from 19 starts this year while taking 12 slices. I would not take a short 
price here. 

#1 NO FOOL MACKINLEY shipped in from Sarnia last week and I thought he races well considering he was sent off 
as a 26 to 1 longshot. He made an early move to the front, forcing Lil Sebastian to re-move and he followed from 
there in the faster division of this series. If he can work out a similar trip versus this group, he may be able to pull off 
the upset tonight. Aggressive driver J R Plante should give him every chance.  

#2 RUSTYS BETT was over bet down to 8 to 5 last week and he failed to capitalize on a golden trip when he had 
clear sailing along the inside in the lane and couldn’t get the job done. I think he gets another good trip here racing 
close to the front, but he is probably best used underneath in this spot.  

#7 WORLD REVIVAL raced decently twice in a row to take shares then was distanced last week due to broken 
equipment in a race that is probably best forgotten about. He will probably camp out at the back here looking to 
pass rivals late, and I could see him sneaking into the bottom of the Super or High-5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


